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Dordt celebrates forty years of blessings
Gr has done great things at Dordtollege over the past forty years.It's easy to find concrete
examples: rising enrollments, loyal
alumni, committed faculty, accredited
programs, buildings under construction.
New building projects are always one of
the most visible signs of growth. The
construction mess was barely gone when
school began last fall. Southview .
Apartments, the newest residence
facilities, had just opened for upperclass
students. Early this spring heavy
machinery returned to campus. This
time to begin work on a maintenance
building, replacing current space that
will become part of the recreation center
next spring. Later in the summer,
groundbreaking for a new faculty office
complex tore up the sidewalks on the
west side of campus, creating mud,
causing roof leaks, and disturbing the
normal flow of activity around the
classroom building. But along with the
inconvenience came excitement and a
renewed sense of the Lord's blessing.
Change, which often seems to come
slowly in institutions, was happening
August 1995
The west side of campus is ullder construction this summer. A new
maintenance huUdlng alld a taeulty office addition are the next steps









right before our eyes.
The Dordt 2000Campaign is making
these newest facilities possible. But the
campaign has done much more than
raise funds. It has made visible the broad






Continued from page 1
base of people who support the college.
Gifts of varying sizes have come from
thousands of people. While there is still
much work to be done before the
groundbreaking for the recreation center,
such broad support is encouraging for
everyone at the college. In fact, as
President J.B. Hulst and Advancement
Office personnel travel around the
country, they have found that talking to
supporters, parents, and alumni has been
a highlight of the effort.
"One of the best things about the
campaign," says President J.B. Hulst, "is
Iisteniog to alumni and supporters talk to
others about the college at the campaign
dinners." Their endorsements are often
much stronger than anything college
staff could do or say.
These statements invariably illustrate
that what keeps alumni and constituents
close to Dordt is its vision, says Vice
President for College Advancement Lyle
Gritters.
When they are on campus students
often talk more about the friendships
they have built than the Christian
perspective on life and learniog they
were taught. Over and over again at the
end-of-the-year senior chapel a major
focus of graduates' remarks is the
importance of the community and the
friendships they have established. Some
question whether the perspective is more
than talk. Yet, repeatedly, alumni who
have entered careers and settled into
communities express a deep commitment
to the vision for Christian living and
service that they learned in college. Aod
they appreciate just as strongly the
importance of a community such as the
one they experienced at Dordt. In fact,
these alumni often become leaders in
their own communities.
Continued on page 3








occasions for individuals, families,
d institutions. Anniversaries
bring people together to celebrate God's
blessings. They provide an opportunity
to think back and to look ahead.
Reflecting on the past calls to our
attention God's many blessings, and
reminds us of our founding principles. It
also enables us to make meaningful plans
for the future.
Reflecting on the past requires us to
tell stories, true stories about the actions
and blessings of our God. This has
always been important for the covenantal
community of God's people. Much of
biblical revelation consists of infallibly
recorded stories about the mighty acts of
God told by parents to their children.
And, as Psalm 78 makes clear, the telling
of stories is essential for the continuing
existence of the covenant community:
I will utter things hidden from of
old - things we have heard and
known, things our fathers have told
us. We will not hide them from
their children; we will tell the next
generation the praiseworthy deeds
of the Lord, his power, and the
wonders he has done.
. . . so that the next generation
would know them, even the
children yet to be born, and they in
turn would tell their children.
Then they would put their trust in
God and would not forget his deeds
but would keep his commands.
In much the same way story telling is
important for celebrating Dordt's 40th
anniversary. Forty years is not a long
period of time; but during this time God
has performed wonders that must be told
so that we-the Dordt College community-
-may thank Him, put our trust in Him,
and keep His commands as we look to the
future.
This issue of THE VOICE will tell some
of the stories that make up Dordt's
history. There will be references made to
important persons and groups, but the
primary purpose will be to call attention
to what God has done through us and for
us.
One of the stories Imust tell occurred
shortly after we moved from Grand
Rapids, Michigan, to Ireton, Iowa. Ihad
just graduated from Calvin seminary and
was eager to begin my first pastorate as
an ordained minister of the Christian
Reformed Church.
I had, of course, heard about the move
to establish a Reformed, Christian junior
college in Northwest Iowa. One of my
former catechism teachers, the Rev. B. J.
Haan, was spearheading the movement.
But I was skeptical. I was not convinced
of the need for such a college.
Furthermore, everything I had heard and
read seemed to suggest that the proposed
college would and could be nothing more
than a mediocre institution at best.
I shared my skepticism in several
conversations with the vice-president of
Ireton's consistory, Mr. James Geels, who
was also a charter member of the
committee working to establish the
college.
He listened very carefully and patiently
to me-at least, that's how it seemed to
me. Instead of directly confronting my
skepticism, he talked to me about the /
importance of the Christian schools in
the Midwest and the difficulty boards had
in securing qualified men and women to
teach in those schools. In the end Mr.
Geels made clear that the Christian
schools were essential to the well-being
of the Reformed community - which I
already knew and believed - and he
convinced me that a Reformed, Christian
college was needed to train qualified
teachers, without which the Christian
schools in our area could not continue to
exist.
I realize that there were other reasons
for the establishment of Dordt College.
But, as I reflect on Dordt's history, I
marvel when I consider how God has
used the college to establish, preserve,
and maintain so many of our Christian
schools. Everywhere I go, in my work for
the college, I meet Dordt graduates who
are teaching in Christian grade schools,
high schools, and colleges. Aod those
who serve on the boards of these schools
often comment: "Dordt graduates are not
only committed to Christian education,
but also understand Christian education
and reflect that understanding in their
teaching."
This is just one story - the story of a
skeptic turned advocate turned president
- about one department and one group
of Dordt graduates. It is my hope that
this is but the beginniog of many stories
that will be told about what God has
accomplished in and through the many
departments of this 4(}-year-old
reformational, academic institution of
high quality, called Dordt College.
August 1995
Continued from page 2
A reformational worldview continues to
shape the educational program offered
by Dordt College. Although at times in
Dordt's history the jargon and the
outworking of that vision have created
tension and even conflict, it has
remained a strong and shaping force in
the growth of the institution. The term
"serviceable insight", although it has
became something of a buzz word on
campus, significantly affects the
education that is available to students.
Providing insight that helps students
learn what it means to be a Christian
working in a particular career in today's
world, was the reason Dordt introduced
such non-liberal arts programs as
business, engineering, social work, and
agriculture. It acknowledges that faith
drives everything we do and every career
we choose. Professors and students
struggle daily with making that faith
concrete in their work here on campus
and later in the career they choose to
enter.
It has been gratifying to have the
engineering, social work, and education
programs not only accredited by national
or state organizations, but its graduates
also praised for their quality and for the
concreteness of their mission. And it has
been especially encouraging to see
alumni take up leadership positions in
academia, business, and medicine.
Serviceable insight also reaches beyond
individual disciplines. Students at Dordt
are finding more and more opportunities
to engage in service. Internships give
students an opportunity not simply to get
a foot in the door ahead of the next
applicant, but to work with a professor
and a supervisor in the context of Dordt's
mission, to explore a variety of issues
related to working in a specific job. Off-
campus programs put students in other
cultural contexts, demonstrating the
needs of others and forcing students to
define their own stand on issues.
Volunteer projects confront students with
the immediate needs of others,
challenging them to set priorities in their
own lives and often influencing life and
career choices.
A strong vision creates high
expectations. Sometimes these
expectations are hard to attain.
Sometimes we don't see clearly enough
the radical nature of Christianity and the
impact it must have on our lives, our
scholarship, and our actions. But that is
what makes education at Dordt dynamic.
We are challenged to be continually
reforming, to be the best scholars we can
be, to live lives that glorify God and
serve each other in the best way we know
how, to train future leaders for work in
Christ's kingdom.
Nineteen ninety-five marks the end of
forty good years. It marks the end of Dr.
J. B. Hulst's presidency. And in the next
few years many long-time faculty will
retire. But it also marks the beginning of
new and exciting challenges. A new
president will bring new insights and
talents to build on the work of Dordt's
first two presidents. New faculty scholars
will bring additional expertise to enhance
the curriculum. Development in
curriculum could bring changes to the
general education program as well as to
specific programs. Faculty are
continually reexamining the best ways to
teach and learn. A long range plan
charts a direction for the future. With
God's help and the support of the
Christian community, Dordt College is
looking ahead to the twenty-first century
with enthusiasm and gratitude.
































































That is what makes
education at Dordt
dynamic. We are chal-
lenged to be continually
reforming, to be the
best scholars we can be,
to live lives that glorify
God and serve each
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The story of Dord!'s
enrollment is a big part of the
story of the institution.
Enrollment reached a peak of
1218 in both 1978 and 1979.
After dipping during the
eighties enrollment is again
on the rise. This year could
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Timeline of Dordt History
May 28, 1954 - Central
Board votes to buy a
seven acre mink farm on
4th Ave. in Sioux Center at
a cost of $14, 900 •••••••
September 14, 1955 - The first classes are
held. Thirty-five students enroll, twenty-one
women and fourteen men. Milton Vander Berg









Boersma begins several decades
• • • • • • as "chief campus gardener." His
flower beds become renowned in
the community.
: January 12, 1956 - "Dordt
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1966 - The Central
Board approves
setting up an FM
station, KDCR.
1956 - A girls dormitory,
a house at 334 North
Main Ave, is purchased.
Mr. and Mrs. Laninga are






1963 - The faculty nearly doubles
with addition of a third year;
enrollment represents 18 states









February 16, 1959 -
The Central Board
votes overwhelmingly to









Fall, 1955 - Five faculty are
hired: Nick Van Til in history and
philosophy; Douglas Ribbens in
education; Rev. Cornelius Van
Schouwen in Bible; Dr. Peter
Van Beek in foreign language,
Leonard Haan in English.
1965 - Dordt students march to city park to
demonstrate support for the government.
•••••••••




because it has no
obvious moral.
The long road to opening day
It took nearly twenty
years - half the life of
the institution - to get
from the dreaming
stage to the first
day of classes.
Voice 4
G0wth has been steady and atimes phenomenal for DordtCollege over the past forty years.
Th those who founded the college such
growth seems almost miraculous
considering that it took nearly twenty
years--half the life of the institution--to
get from the dreaming stage to the first
day of classes.
In 1937Classis Ostfriesland of the CRC
contacted classes Minnesota, Orange
City, Pella, and Sioux Center to see
whether there might be support for
establishing a Christian junior college in
the Midwest.
Right from the start the aim was to
give young people an education that was
Christian "not merely in the sense that
devotional exercises are appended to the
ordinary work of the college, but in the
larger and deeper sense that all class
work, all the students' intellectual,
emotional, and imaginative activities be
permeated with the spirit and teaching of
Christianity. "
A study conunittee was appointed by
these five classes. They found that within
their congregations there were 1455
students in Christian elementary schools,
86 in Christian high schools, 37 at Calvin
College and 47 students at other colleges
and universities. The conunittee decided
that enough students were unable or
unwilling to travel 700miles to attend
Calvin to justify setting up a junior
college without negatively affecting
Calvin's enrollment.
The most pressing concern for these
founders was the need for good Christian
school teachers. In addition to a
perpetual shortage of trained teachers in
the area, many local students who left to
go to Calvin College found positions in
other schools and did not return to the
area. In fact of the 57 Christian school
teachers in Iowa, Minnesota, and South
Dakota in 1944 only seven were Calvin
alumni. Many teachers were high school
graduates with only one semester at an
area college.
••••••••
1969 - Dordt College secures accreditation
from North Central Association of Institutions
of Higher Education.
1972 - The first
issue of Pro Rege
is published .
••••
• 1978 - The volunteer program•• begins under the social service.elub.
• •• •
1973 - The board approves
having students serve on all
college committees.
1975 - Internships become
available for students to
spend a semester in the










However, not everyone accepted the
need for a Midwest Junior College. Many
CRC ministers, all of whom had been
trained at Calvin, strongly opposed the
move. Calvin and the Synod of the
Christian Reformed Church were also
worried about competition for students.
World War II put the Midwest Junior
College proposal on hold for a few years.
However, despite people's preoccupation
with just making a living in a wartime
economy, one of the original reasons for
starting a junior college became even
more urgent: the teacher shortage grew
more severe as young men who might
otherwise have taught left to fight in
Europe. Commitment to Christian
education was strong enough to push this
issue to the fore even during the war.
The Western Alliance of Christian
Schools, an association of schools in
Iowa, South Dakota, and Minnesota, met
regularly through the war years, keeping
the idea of a junior college alive by
sponsoring speakers who talked about the
purpose and necessity of Christian
education at all levels.
Mr. J.C. Lobbes, a principal in
Edgerton, Minnesota, was one of those,
who at an Alliance meeting in 1942, said
August 1995






1979 - The board
approves the purchase
of a 120acre farm.
••••••••••
•• •••••••••••••••••••
1981 - The Academic Skills
Center opens to help freshman
develop their writing skills.
•••
1984 - Heritage 21 is
launched marking the
first campaign to raise
money for student aid.
1982 - Dr. J.B. Hulst
becomes president.
•••••••••
1987 - Six presidential candidates come to
campus: Jesse Jackson, Jack Kemp, vice pres.
George Bush, Mike Dukakis, Pat Robertson,
Peter du Pont.
1987 - Dordt is listed as
one of twenty-five top
regional liberal arts
colleges in the Midwest.
•••••••••••••••••••••
1988 - The men's basketball
team reaches NAIA national
semi-finals.




1986 - The international student
population rises with the enrollment
of nine Vietnamese students.••
••••••
••• •••••


































social work program is
granted accreditation
by the national Council
on Social Work
Education.
Sept 1986 -The Dordt College
board of trustees is restructured
to reflect a wider geographical
base of support.
1991 - The engineering program
receives ABET accreditation.
•
• • • • • • •
1994 - Dordt is




that all instruction must be placed at the
foot of the cross and every subject should
be permeated with the seasoning salt of
the Bible. The minutes of the meeting say
he proceeded to show how this could be
done in history, science, geography, and
physical geography.
In order for these ideals to be realized,
says Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch in his
History of Dordt College, Lobbes pointed
out that Christian school teachers had to
have the proper training. Although there
were many good teachers, a high school
education and one semester of college
that was not grounded in this Reformed
view of education did not inspire
confidence from boards who wanted
teachers to pass this worldview to their
students.
The Alliance appointed a committee to
investigate both a summer normal school
and a junior college. They soon found a
summer normal school (teacher training
school) had little chance of gaining
accreditation. Two options remained:
affiliate with Calvin College or set up a
new junior college. '
The Synod of 1950 decided that no other
school should be developed that might
force a curtailment or retrenchment of
August 1995
Mink farm turns college campus
Even though money came in slowly,
the Central Board in the summer of
1954 moved ahead. On May 28, 1954, it
voted to buy the Doornink property, a
seven acre mink farm on fourth
avenue in Sioux Center, for $14,900.
This was certainly done on faith since
the treasurer reported at the same
meeting that in a recent drive for
funds, twelve area churches gave a
total of $18,890 in cash and pledges. In
fact, the Place and Building
Committee did not immediately carry
out the Board's mandate to buy the
property because one of the members
of the committee felt that the Board
could not purchase this property until
it had on hand 70 percent of the
$150,000 it hoped to collect from area
churches. At its next meeting,
bowever, the Board reaffirmed its
decision to buy the Doornink property,
though it had to borrow $10,000 from
the general fund and $5,000 from the
amount pledged by Sioux Center
churches. Perhaps it should have
canvassed the neighborhood, for most
people living near this property were
happy about the proposed purchase,
expecting a college to smell better
than a mink farm.
Most people living
near this property were
happy about the
proposed purchase,
expecting a college to
smell better than a
minkfarm.the development of Calvin College. Thus,
after several unsuccessful attempts to set
up a branch program through Calvin, the
Alliance decided to start a junior college.
By 1953, a society was formed, a
constitution was approved, and Sioux
Center was selected as the site for the
Dr. Mike Vanden Bosch
from A History of Dordt College
new junior college. In 1954, four
professors were appointed and land was
purchased. In 1955, a building was
erected and thirty-five students were
welcomed to Midwest Christian Junior
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Excitement, tension, commitment,
growth characterize first years
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Since we were starting
a new Calvinistic
college, we aimed to do
so in the finest
sense of the term.
Voice 6
Sally Jongsma
September 14, 1955was a momentousday for everyone associated withthe new junior college in Sioux
Center. After twenty years of planning,
the first thirty-five students registered
for classes in a sparkling new, but simple
building that separated a small town
from a vast expanse of farmland. In the
days and weeks just prior to registration,
men and women from !he community
eagerly joined together to clean the
property, wash windows, wax floors, and
move furniture in preparation for the
day. It was an answer to prayer for many
committed supporters; it was a new
adventure for students and faculty.
Carole Schemper Kamp, one of those
first students in 1955, remembers that
first freshman class with great fondness.
Those early beginnings were exciting,
she says, even though no one could have
envisioned at that time the blessings that
God would bring to Dordt College.
The first thirty-five students chose
between three programs of study:
general, pre-seminary, or teacher
training. Tuition ranged from $60 per
semester for !hose who lived over 1000
miles away to $140 per semester for those
who lived within ten miles. The budget
for that first year was $39,483. Faculty
members were paid $4500per year.
Despite these small beginnings
enthusiasm was obviously strong.
What becomes very clear to anyone
who explores !he early history of Dordt is
how visionary people worked to lay a
strong foundation for Dordt's future.
In his memoirs former president B.J.
Haan says, "We spent a good deal of time
talking about !he emphasis at this new
institution. We were determined to have a
college that operated on !he principle of
the lordship of Jesus Christ as expressed
in a covenantal-kingdom perspective. We
were eager to promote the best in the
Reformed tradition as it came to us by
way of such men as Groen Van
Prinsterer, Abraham Kuyper, Herman
Bavinck, and Herman Dooyeweerd. In
other words, since we were starting a
new Calvinistic college, we aimed to do
so in the finest sense of the term."
However, this shared vision did not
preclude disagreement. Within its first
year Dordt faced the first of two major
crises it has experienced in its short
:':'-~T"irM'
• •• •• •
Volunteers came from many
towns to belp get tbe new building
ready for opening day.
history. A division arose wi1hin the
faculty over whether Dordt should
remain a teacher training school or
whe!her it should become a liberal arts
institution. InOctober of 1955 the board
had already changed the name from
Midwest Junior College to Dordt College
so that the idea of a junior college would
not become fixed in people's minds. As
the division between the faculty grew, the
board had to make a decision. Part of
that decision included whether the new
institution could survive such a conflict
in its second year of operation. They
decided to move to a liberal arts college.
As a result two of six faculty resigned.
But despite concern over whe!her
!hese teachers could be replaced, new
professors were hired and enrollment
continued to climb. In fact, a few months
Tbe original building was bor-
dered by cornfields and blue sky.
later the board made a decision to add a
science room, a faculty room, offices, a
gymnasium, a kitchen, and a commons.
"The Voice confidently declared that
this addition would 'meet the needs for
many years to come, '" writes Dr. Mike
Vanden Bosch in his History of Dordt
College. "The many years turned out to
be fewer than two, for Dordt College
experienced growlh that no one would
have dared to predict."
Building a support community
was crucial
Rev. B.J. Haan was always convinced
that it was crucial for Dordt College to
remain "close to the people." The college
began to coordinate annual Reformation
Rallies !hat drew many people to
campus. Dordt Days were held in various
communities, when Haan and other
members of the board and faculty visited
high schools and supporters to talk about
Dordt College and its programs.
In those first years Haan instituted a
quarter-a-week plan as a way not only to
raise money for the college, but more
importantly to keep Dordt College in the
forefront of people's thoughts and giving.
The community responded to these
efforts. In addition to generous financial
support, Ladies Aid Societies from
churches within a large radius donated
canned fruits and vegetables to the
school to help keep costs down for
students. People in the Midwest began to
see Dordt as their college.
Haans head one big family .
Dordt College in the early years was
like one big family. Unfortunately !here
was no family room. Mrs. Deborah Haan,
who was her husband's sounding board
and nearly as involved wi!h the college
as he was, says the Haan family opened
their home so that students had a place
to meet.
''We told the students they were
welcome to use the basement and the
fireplace almost any time they wanted,"
she recalls. "Kids were always filing in
and out of the house. Most of the time I
didn't pay any attention to !hem and !hey
didn't payany attention to me."
Rev. Haan even played the role of
father at times. "Whenever !he weather
was bad he would always walk through
West Hall," Mrs. Haan recalls. And if
things started getting a bit too rowdy
outside he would take a walk with the dog
just to let !hem know someone was
watching.
Mrs. Haan found many ways to be
involved in the life of the college. She
directed the plays for the first couple of
years. She also started a Dordt women's
club to promote camaraderie among
wives. "Those were nice cozy meetings -
sometimes we studied !he Bible, /
sometimes we just talked."
She remembers entertaining !he whole
faculty at the beginning of each school
year. So do the Haan children: "They had
piles of dishes to do the next day," she
says with a chuckle.
''We had a very interesting life," she
says. Living in the president's house
gave them an opportunity to meet not
only students and !heir parents, but also
people from around the world.
"It was a privilege to be in contact wi!h
Christians from all over. It was a good
feeling to know !hat !hese people were
working for !he same thing we were. "
August 1995




gives picture of Dordt's
first year
TEY-fiVemembers made up thatfirst class, 21women and 14 men.From this first class of 35 students
many interesting occupations and
professions emerged. Many of the
women are today homemakers. There
are also many involved in some type of
teaching, there is a farmer, GM
employee, minister, journalist,
construction worker, bookkeeper and
real estate agent.
Since the freshman entering Dordt that
fall could only complete two years at
Dordt, it is an interesting fact that 20 of
these 35 students went on to receive an
A.B. or B.S. degree. Of these 20, 7 went
on to receive advanced degrees, 6 M.A. 's
and 2 Ph.D. 's. The single minister is in
Visalia, California. The two students
who earned their Ph.D. 's were Arlin
Meyer who is now teaching at
Cambridge, England, and John Wissink
who teaches at Grand Valley State
College in Allendale, Michigan.
Aside from the many achievements of
the first class, the class entering Dordt
in the fall of 1955 had many of the same
goals and needs as today's Dordt
freshman. The first student to enroll at
Dordt was Milton Vander Berg, who is
now an English teacher at Muskegon
Christian High School. There was no
official registration. Students were just
told to sign their name and pay their
tuition. The women mainly took
education courses the first year. Dordt
at that time was just one small building,
part of today's classroom building.
About 20 of the students lived in Sioux
Center in various private homes and the
rest ~ommuted from nearby areas.
Mrs. Delores (Van Otterloo)
Rylaarsdam recalls the choir of that first
year. The entire student body belonged
in the choir which was directed by Mr.
Nick Van Til. Mrs. Rylaarsdam
accompanied that first choir. There
were no robes; they came the second
Much of the strong support for the college was the result of annual
Reformation Rallies that brought people to campus and gave them a
sense of ownership in this new venture.
students _ foud p!e1Ry tp ...
The Spring Banquet quickly
became an annual affair.
year, as did the first basketball team.
There was one play given that first year.
Chapel was held every day; 4 days per
week it was led by the students and the
fifth day the faculty led it.
There was no commons and no
dormitory so the students had no place
to "hang out" besides a small lounge in
the classroom building. According to
Gerald (Jerry) De Stigter, a construction
foreman for De Stigter Bros. of Sioux
Center (who built many of the buildings
on today's campus) the local skating
rink was very popular with the students.
Pranks and student fun also played their
part that first year. According to Jerry
De Stigter and Herman Van Donge that
first year was marked by many
interesting "events," most of which they
say must never go into print.
One incident, however, they did relate.
One night a tractor was placed in the
building by removing the center post in
the doorway. It took some time for
college personnel to figure out how to
take the tractor out. After the tractor
was finally removed, each prankster was
fined $5.
The fact remains that in speaking to
those first alumni, Dordt did offer good
education that first year; it was said that
the courses offered were tough, college-
type courses. Throughout that first year
students were constantly reminded that
they were to remember that in all of
their activities, they were setting a
precedent. And what a precedent it was
for, nearly 20 years later, Dordt has
grown into a fine four-year college.
Sound financial management started early
Inthe process of securinggovernment assistance for a newdormitory on campus, Rev. B.J.
Haan, Mr. Neal Boersma (treasurer)
and myself (president of the board)
went to Sioux City to receive the funds
we had requested.
We were met there by the
government representatives and the
College's Chicago lawyer who had
handled the application. We met at
2:00 PM to sign the papers and receive
the check. None of us at Dordt had
ever handled a check of that amount
(over one million dollars). We passed
it around with gratitude to God and
thanks to those who served us in the
negotiations. What would it be like to
show it off to the staff and students!
Suddenly at 3:15 PM the check was
Mr. Neal Boersma became well-
known for his ahility to get as
much for the dollar as possible.
gone and so was Neal Boersma.
Fifteen minutes later he returned
smiling.
"Where were you and where is the
check'?", we asked.
He told us he had to deposit the
check in the bank before 3:30.
"Why so fast?"
"Because if we kept it overnight. we
would lose the interest for today."
Itwas that simple to him. Itwas
characteristic of Neal Boersma. He
was responsible for college finances,
and even the interest earned one day
on so large a check was an important
saving for the college. Faithful
stewardship of Dordt's finances
characterized Neal.
-Dr. Richard R. DeRidder
former board president
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Dordt education
leads to teaching career
Without Rev. B.J. Haan's
support and help, I probably
would not have considered even
going to college, let alone




memories of early years
Many memories flash
through my mind as I reflect on
attending Dordt in its first and
second year. God has greatly
blessed Dordt and brought it
from small beginnings to where
it is today. I have been very
grateful for this as I watched
my four children attend Dordt
and become well prepared for
their careers: a lawyer,
theology doctoral student, an
electrical engineer. My
daughter, a senior this coming
year, is a music major and has
been selected as the concert
choir pianist-bringing more
memories of when I
accompanied the choir the first
two years of Dordt's existence.
May God's name continue to







Each year students were
coming from farther away,
disproving the prophesy of a
synodical committee a decade
earlier that a college in the
Midwest would draw students
from only a small area. In 1956,
four students from California
and one from New Mexico
enrolled. In 1957, one arrived
from New Jersey and one from
Montana. In 1959, rather
ironically, a convert from
Catholicism became Dordt's
first student from Canada. She
was Bernice Aschenmeier from
Edson, Alberta, who later
wrote in the Dordt Diamond
the moving story of her
decision to join the Christian
Reformed Church and come to
Dordt. That same year the first
student came from Washington.
In 1961, students enrolled from
states such as Delaware,
Massachusetts, Colorado,












e sixties were years of amazing
growth.
As the decade dawned, Dordt
College was already making important
decisions about its future. In 1959 the
college learned that by the next year the
state board of education would no longer
certify teachers with only two years of
training. That decision hastened the
move to a four-year liberal arts college.
By the fall of 1961, the 227 students who
enrolled knew that they would be able to
complete all four years of their college
education at Dordt College.
Growth was evident everywhere. At the
beginning of the decade 162 students
were enrolled. That number increased
each year by sixty, eighty, ninety, and
once, by 117 students in a year. Students
came from all over the United States and
Canada.
It is not difficult to imagine the
excitement but also the pressure that
such numbers created for the institution.
Facilities and support services were
stretched to the limit. In the first few
weeks of school in 1962 before the new
dormitory was completed, students slept
in the unfinished dorm and kept their
clothes on racks in the Haan's garage.
During that school year" alone a
music/administration building, a
dormitory, the heating plant, the dining
hall, and the president's home were
completed. Before the end of the decade
additions were put on all of these
buildings and a library, science building,
physical education building, a student
union building, and two more dormitories
were built. Many of these buildings were
built with the help of federal funds.
Dordt became collegiate in more ways
than campus facilities during the sixties.
Students organized a theater club, an
opera club, a philosophy forum, a
conservation club, a political science
club, and a future teachers club. They
staged the first performance of a
Shakespeare play, put on an opera, held a
mock election between Goldwater and
Johnson, and published the first literary
magazine, the Arete. An annual lecture




One of the continuing mysteries to
the federal agencies was how Dordt
could get so many square feet for so
little money. Boersma [the financial
manager] credited this to the De
Stigter Brothers Contractors whose
low bids enabled Dordt to erect
good buildings for the lowest
possible cost. No doubt the low cost
per square foot and the
effectiveness of Boersma and
Ribbens [academic dean] in
presenting Dordt's needs
contributed to the fact that Dordt
was successful in all attempts to get
federal monies for buildings.
From A History of Dordt College
SkIrts were mandatory in Dordt's early years. saturday ~ were
the only time _ eolIIlI wear slaeks.
community participated in a forum on
Genesis l.
The sixties can be highlighted for many
things, but one of the most significant
developments was the conscious
reformational direction that increasingly
became the shaping force behind the
institution. In 1961, then president B.J.
Haan wrote Dordt's first statement of
purpose, seventeen propositions that
drew heavily on the ideas of Abraham
Kuyper. In 1967, in part to satisfy the
North Central Accrediting Agency, this
statement was expanded and titled
Scripturally Oriented Higher Education.
It clearly identified Dordt College as
rooted in a Reformed world-and-life view
that saw God as sovereign and the




Anti-establishment radicalism both missed the
mark: Dordt offered something else
Voice 8
WEt was the Dordt experience inthe sixties? For me it was partlydetermined by the experiences
and attitudes I brought to Dordt. I
arrived at Dordt molded by solid, if
somewhat limited and naive, experiences
of God and country conservatism.
These attitudes were less threatening
at the Dordt of that time than they may
have been at many other colleges. Yet,
the benefit of hindsight makes me realize
that by graduation I was equipped with
better tools to evaluate that mind-set
than I would have received at Kent State.
But I'm running ahead. There were
choices. A few students aggressively
promoted the anti-communist
Americanism represented by the John
Birch Society. That offered some
ideological appeal. Political apathy
rather that keen insight kept me from
being absorbed by that.
A very different choice was the anti-
establisinnent protest movement
epitomized by the hippies. Sioux Center
and Dordt were not a hospitable
environment for that. But one concern of
the hippies was inescapable for most men
/
at Dordt. Uncle Sam was escalating his
escapade in Southeast Asia and was
giving compulsory scholarships to all
males who didn't have a deferment he
liked. If politics and justice issues
seemed remote or irrelevant before, body
bags returning from Vietnam brought
them right down to earth.
But all of that was still secondary.
What really formed my convictions and
world view was what was called the
"reformational movement. I' Here was a
way to deal with issues from literary
criticism to political justice-indeed all of
life-solidly based on my Christian
convictions. Few influences have been as
formative for my Christian commitment
and life. Coming to
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Four-year degrees and new faculty
bring Dordt's program to new level
Russell Maatman
lYEwife and I decided to leave theUniversity of Mississippi andorne to Dordt in 1962. I was
eager to teach in a Christian college, and
it seemed to us that I could continue both
my teaching and research in a Christian
college. We felt that it would be more
satisfying to work together with God's
people. We also wanted to bring our
children to a city where they could attend
a Christian school. We have never had
reason to look back!
I was one of eight new professors
who came to Dordt in 1963. That year, the
size of the faculty increased from twelve
to twenty. The new group was so large
that we truly helped shape the
institution. Compared to those already
teaching at Dordt, the new group
probably came from a more diverse set
of backgrounds and had a wider range of
personal goals, and so, for better or
worse, broadened the spectrum of ideas
and interests at the college.
What were the twelve "old" and the
eight "new" professors like? All twenty
were conservative theologically. During
most of the 1960s it was simply assumed
that Dordt would be theologically
conservative. Itwas later, when the
distinction between theology (usually, the
study of God and his works) and
philosophy (broadly, the investigation of
"being" and knowledge) was made, that
Dordt instructors gave much more
attention to integrating their faith with
the subject matter of their disciplines.
"Faith" became broader than Bible
courses, chapel, and personal behavior.
This characterization of the faculty was
mirrored in the student body. Students
and faculty had similar backgrounds and
they grew together as the faculty became
more aware of, and taught, the necessity
of in~grating faith and academic
disciplines.
During the 1960s an almost forgotten
Dordt phenomenon was noted by a
woman who was studying college
faculties. She reported that in one respect
Dordt was very unusual: Dordt added
faculty members, but almost no one left.
We were stable and committed.
The dramatic thing about Dordt in
that period was its rapid growth. From
1956 to 1966, its annual growth rate was
exponential; by 1971, the size of the
Dr. Russell MaatDlaa brouahl
high academle eredeutials .. a
yeuag aud fledglilIg ~
student body was near 1000and remained
in that range for the next quarter-eentury.
Because of the rapid growth in the sixties,
Dordt was an exciting place to be.
Nineteen sixty-five marked the first
four year graduation. Almost all of the
graduates majored in education. Itwould
be years before Dordt would graduate
students in areas such as pre-medicine,
engineering, psychology, and social work.
What most of us did not realize was that
some of those graduates of the 1960s
would return in a few years to become
our colleagues.
At the beginning of the decade the
only building was a small part of the
present classroom building; by the end,
there were eight buildings with many
more on the drawing board. For those of
us in the natural sciences, it was a big
step forward to move into the new
science building in the summer of 1968.
Even though there were only three
natural science departments, biology,
chemistry, and physics, we had felt
cramped in the four rooms and five
offices we occupied in the classroom
building. For us, the new science building
was unbelievable! But it represented
more than increased space. As the
college grew, every department was
pressed for space. As decisions were
made to build new buildings competition
sometimes arose. New and better
quarters also made us feel more
"recognized. "
The percentage of students taking
science courses was far less in the 1960s
than it is now. In addition to the three
natural science departments mentioned
above, Dordt had an active mathematics
department. But we did not have
agriculture, astronomy, computer
science, environmental studies,
engineering, or geology all part of
Dordt's offerings now. The numbers of
students enrolling in one of the two first
year chemistry courses illustrate the
change.
At present over one third of the
student body takes a first year chemistry
course. In the 1960s, the number was far
smaller. The main reason for this change
is that Dordt has became known as a
school where a students interested in
natural science can choose among many
options and receive a strong background.
For years every Dordt chemistry major
who applied to medical school was
accepted. A large number of Dordt
graduates have since earned advanced
degrees in the basic sciences, medicine,
engineering, and agriculture. Many took ,
their places in the world of science and 1
,,:
:technology and are now making
significant contributions. ,
Dordt began to change at the end of 1
the 1960swhen new staff members began 1
to teach reformational philosophy. Some 1
of what was said in the classroom and in ::faculty discussions was either not :
accepted or not understood, leading to 1
many discussions and debates. As a 1
result, by the end of the decade, Dordt !
had become a college where goals and :
fundamental values were discussed :,
regularly. Without doubt, that reforma- 1
tional way of thinking introduced to the 1
campus late in the 1960shas made Dordt 1
what it is today, a college where faith and :
learning are effectively brought together. :
Social historians refer to the 1960s as :,
a decade of turmoil, especially on college :
campuses. Was Dordt such a campus? :
There was some disturbance but only 1
well after such activity had begun in 1
other places. In fact, at the time that :
students on other campuses began :
demonstrating against the Viet Nam War, :
Dordt students organized a march !
supporting U.S. policy. :
Dordt in the 1960s? Quiet, !
conservative, thrilling because of rapid !
growth and increased acceptance in the !
Christian community and yet, a time !
when seeds were planted that brought !
about great change, allowing Dordt to !
become a leader among Christian !
colleges. !,
•••···•••:······•
Dr. Russell Maatman taught
chemistry at Dordt for thirty years. Over
the years he received many summer
research grants, using students as his
assistants.
understand that the Creator made social
structures as well as the physical
universe to function by laws holding for
the various aspects of reality has been
helpful ever since. This tool was useful
for evaluating the world as it is, and
helpful in working to make that world a
little more like the way the Lord intends
it.
That vision was an infant - perhaps
even prenatal - when I was at Dordt. It
has matured immensely since. I've
matured and changed too. Through it
all, I have an increased appreciation for
the Christian vision Dordt began to offer
me. I hope that the ongoing development
of such commitment at Dordt continues
to be a blessing for the students today
and for generations to come.
Sylvan Gerrttsma, class of 1964, grew
up in Sioux Center. He now owns a tool
business in St. Catharines, Ontario,
where he works diligently to operate his
business on Christian principles. But
his work does not stop there. In addition
to other involvements, Sylvan has
served on the boards of the local
Christian school, the Christian Labour
Association of Canada, and the Institute
for Christian Studies.
Sylvan and his wife, Karen, will have
two children attending Dordt this fall.
I
"
Dordt had become a
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Jack Vanden Berg ('59) was
the first Dordt alum to join the
faculty of his alma amter.
Tony Louwerse was the first
graduate to serve on Dordt's
Board of trustees.
TIle GerritsDla tluuiIy: Steven.
Symm, Kama, Rebtea. Joya aud
Sara.
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Expanding program
works to bridge gap
I () I) 1\' \ (, Il \ ( "
I suppose my experiences at
college were subdued and dull
when compared to many stu-
dents attending college in the
turbulent 60's and early 70's.
My initial thoughts of Dordt
College days go to the death of
my father (Rev. Fred Netz) dur-
ing my senior year. Dr. Frank
Calsbeek, whether he knew it or
not, became a father-figure to
me. I accepted his counseL
John Vander Stelt was my advi-
sor while I was in the pre-sem
program. He also provided the
pulpit supply on the day after
my father died, and stopped by
the home to offer words of com-
fort. Several Dordt professors
took the time to attend the
funeral of my father at the
Inwood CRC. This demonstrat-
ed the type of care that profes-
sors offered in a small Christian
college.
Being part of the Dordt
College basketball program
allowed me to develop lasting
friendships with a few talented
individuals that I would not
have otherwise known. If you
look at the season scores, you
will notice that winning was
not everything. However,
teammates with the same
world view helped me to
develop a Christian perspective
on many cultural issues at that
time.
It would be to hard to
remember a morning in West
Hall without Rev. Haan's good
morning greetings. I was
always impressed with Rev.





nordtCollege, like almost everyother college or university in theearly seventies, was an institution
in turmoil. But Dordt's struggles, even
though they paralleled those of the
culture around, were significantly
different because they arose largely out
of a concern to make the Christian faith
relevant for life.
Even though the first Dordt College

























Some students, who were influenced by
the unrest of the time, eagerly embraced
this means to make their faith more
applicable. They, in turn, pushed other
professors to make that relevance clear-
sometimes through means that others
thought hurtful and insensitive.
Yet despite the pain and, in some sense,
wasted energies that the conflict caused,
it made the seventies a dynamic time for
students. Although traditional ways of
expressing faith were criticized and in
some cases rejected, students truly
struggled to understand how God's Word
By the mid '70s Dordt had near-
ly reached Its all-time record
enrollment.
Afros were in - even if most students were not as
radical as their university connterparts.
applied to all areas of life. They held
supplemental worship services, helped
organize an arts festival, sponsored a
walkathon to raise money for a Christian
school in Philadelphia, planned Earth
Day activities, joined protest marches,
and pushed the faculty and
administration to reexamine their
perspective on issues-including rules on
campus. They also asked for more
outside speakers to come to campus so
that they could test their faith against
other points of view.
Painful though it was, the controversy
helped shape the institution. The concept
of serviceable insight became a central
institutional goaL Serviceable insight
was used to describe how the curriculum
would provide students with practical
knowledge infused with Christian insight
as they prepared for a variety of careers
and professions. It was also Dordt's
answer to bridging the gap between
liberal arts and vocational education.
This concept justified the introduction
of several new programs throughout the
decade. Psychology, speech, secretarial
science, art, social work, business,
agriculture, and engineering all owe their
existence to this concept. Internships and
off-eampus programs that allowed
students to apply their insight in concrete
situations started becoming available.
At the same time that the college was
broadening its curriculum and
perspective, its program was being
recognized by others. The decade began
with Dordt's first accreditation by North
Central. Pro Rege, a faculty journal was
first published, and Dordt Press
published its first book, The Unity of
Creation by Dr. Russell Maatman.
Many other highlights can be listed:
enrollments by the end of the decade
were over 1200students, additions were
put on the art/ administration building,
the dining hall, the science building, the
library, the classroom building, and the
gym. New buildings included the chapel,
the East Campus apartments, the radio
station, and the maintenance building.
Expansion and growth were still
everywhere.
allowed that. I recall one time a student
came into my office, complaining
bitterly. I listened for some time.
Finally, I got out of my "presidential"
chair and said to the student, "You sit in
that chair." The student looked at me
strangely. I said, "You sit in that chair. I
think with all your insights and wisdom,
you could do a good job." The student
got the message. Later, we both smiled
about the incident, but the point had been
made.
Rev. B.J. Haan, from A Zeal for
Christian Education:The Memoirs of
B.J. Haan
B. J. Haan knew many Dordt stu-
dents by name
/
Student insights inspired president
Of all my work at the collegenothing pleased me more than tobe around students. There is
something refreshing and challenging
about student life on a college campus. I
attended as many events as possible. I
went to many ball games, and I listened
to many recitals. I tried to be a part of
their lives.
My mother had given me some helpful
advice for this part of my job, too. She
told me that when dealing with young
people it is best not to see everything, but
sometimes to look through your fingers.
She added, "Don't worry so much about
the little mistakes, but don't allow them
to make the big mistakes in their lives."
She also warned me not to forget to have
a sense of humor.
Sometimes, students would come to me
upset about something going on. I
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The late 70s: The Canadian Era
Dr. J¥1es C. Schaa
Someone should check the numbersfor sure, but I believe that at Dordtin the late seventies one out of
every four students jumped into a
patriotic buzz with the opening bars of
"0 Canada." 300 students out of 1200
total were more than happy to point out
that their country of origin wasn't the
U.S. of A. That's why I'd probably dub
those years as "the Canadian Era."
Neither Kings nor Redeemer had yet
risen from desktop drawings, so lots of
Canadians steered their kids to the heart
of the prairies for a wholesome Reformed
education and a shot at a nice Christian
husband or wife. Back then, Dordt
College would not have been what it was
without its Canadians, most of them,
even then, the children of immigrants
who'd left the Netherlands after World
War II.
Those kids were, and still are,
something of a breed apart. Let me paint
them with very broad strokes here,
generalizing, even stereotyping, making
sure I'll offend. Brash and impolite, they
loved in-your-face arguments-as long as
they could smoke at the same time.
Curious, philosophical to a fault, they
made classes crackle, even though they
skipped with such regularity that
sometimes one wondered if they'd just
picked up and left for Calgary or St.
Catharines. Some of them did that, too.
Quite simply, they created action
wherever they went.
Often, pious and plodding American
kids didn't understand Canadians any
better than they did hockey. What on
earth is "icing"? You got movies in
Canada, really? No kidding, you got
summer up there, too? Ontario is where
now? My goodness, they play basketball
funny - ever see 'em?
But, did they have fun.
Ameqcan kids have always liked to hug
the antithesis, erect a chain-link fence
Dr. James Schaap is one of sev-
eral Dordt graduates who came
back as a professor.
between the regenerate and the damned,
as if life was only a matter of keeping sin
out of the front room. American kids like
to put their morals in a row and
occasionally get them out and run them
around in a circular track, like an old
man with a model railroad. Americans
like to be nice.
Dutch canadians don't like nice. They
ask questions. They want to know why.
They get itchy when people tell them
what to do. Their parents fought Nazis,
for goodness sake, so what's the big deal
about a beer? You must be kidding, eh -
curfew is what time?
Canadians, back then as now, had
wider interests than most American kids.
My best memories of those years are of
fiction readings Hugh Cook and I used to
put on with the help of the theater arts
people, huge gatherings in C-I60 and the
New World Theater. Get this! literary
readings that packed the house, time
after time, kids spilling into the hallways
outside, most of them Canadians.
Cook was charismatic and one of them.
In the early seventies he'd come to Dordt
bearded, at a time the powers-that-be
considered hair on the face connotative
of Haight-Ashbury drug culture. He
gathered a following quickly, and his
short stories, all of them Canadian-based,
drew audiences that rivaled the Stanley
Alumni Reflection
Canadians brought something unique to Dordt.
Cup.
I was a beneficiary of Cook's
popularity and the Canadian largesse for
having a good time wherever they went.
Few self-respecting American kids would
think of going--"what on earth is a
reading? Yucch, sounds like more school
to me. I got homework. "
I'm an American. Maybe I'm being
harder on my own than I should be. But
in those years before Kings and
Redeemer, when there were so many
maple leafs around you'd think you were
in New England, Canadians brought life
to this place. Sure they got into trouble.
You can bet on it. Run down the list of
the kids thumbed out in those years, and
a lot of home addresses will have odd-
looking, six-figure zip codes.
I was a young teacher, a young father,
and a young writer. But when I think
back to that time, what I remember of
campus life is spunky Canadians, tons of
them. Wherever they were, they had fun.
God bless 'em.
Dr. James C. Schaap graduated from
Dordt in 1968 and returned to teach
English in 1976. He has written several
books, including novels, short story
collections, and devotional. He has
earned a reputation as a dynamic
professor and lecturer.
Curious, philosophical





wondered if they'd just




Student reflections on the early 1970s
Gail Jansen
Student life at Dordt College duringthe early 1970s was tranquil bycomparison to what was going on in
American higher education at other
institutions during those years. Many
Dordt students had strong opinions on the
Vietnam War, the Womenls Movement,
and apartheid, but chose to discuss or
write about their viewpoints rather than
to demonstrate against them. Tamer
issues of concern were curfews and
square dancing.
The early 19708also found the Dordt
community dealing with its own unique
issue-the influence on campus of ideas
promoted by the Association for the
Advancement of Christian Scholarship
(AACS). Some students were oblivious or
unconcerned with those issues, while
others kept informed and discussed with
faculty, board, and administration.
Students who attended Dordt during
those years probably recall terms such as
"kingdom vision", "sphere sovereignty",
"confronting our culture", "pietistic",
August 1995
"world-flight mentality", "Christian
perspective", "biblicistic", and many
others that provided the jargon of the
controversy.
Although controversy was unpleasant
at the time, grappling with issues such as
how to be distinctively Christian in our
culture, how to approach our life's calling
from a Christian perspective, the
meaning of the cultural mandate and the
Great Commission in the lives of God's
children, and what it means to live out
our lives as citizens of God's Kingdom
here on earth, were what made education
at Dordt challenging and stimulating.
Dealing with these issues helped the
college community, including the
students, to define and refine a Reformed
view of education and the Christian life.
God used hard times to humble and
revitalize the Dordt community.
My education at Dordt College
convinced me of the need to be a
Christian in my calling as an attorney.
Since I began practicing, I have
consciously tried to mold my career into
one of service to Christ and his kingdom.
Dordt's education also resulted in my
commitment to work with other
Christians to bring a Christian
perspective in areas such as politics and
education. My involvement with the
National Association of Christians for
Political Action (NACPA) during my
student days has led to continued
participation in the Center for Public
Justice (CPJ), an organization born out
of NACPA. The Christian world and life
view presented at Dordt is one that needs
to be taught at all levels of Christian
education, and this belief has led me to
participate in the formation andoperation
of Desert Christian High School in Tucson,
Arizona. My service on Dordt's board of
trustees is also a fruit of the Christian
perspective on education which I learned
as a student. Dordt's education also
encouraged participation in the life of the
instituted church. This has been a big part
of my life as I have worked in the areas of
music, worship, and Bible study.
I salute Dordt College on its 40th
Anniversary. I encourage it to continue
to equip and challenge young people to be
of service to the Lord in every area of
their lives.
/
The Jansen family: Mark,
Gail, Aaron, Alex,
Michael and Harvey
Gail Jansen, class of 1974,
has a law practice in
Thcson, Arizona. She has
also been involved with the
Christian Legal Society.
Gail and her husband,
Harvey, an accountant who
also graduated from Dordt
in 1974, continue to put their
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An explosion of new programs
changes the face of Dordt
The chapel has made It pes-
sihle for world-class artists
to visit Dordt - like the St.
Paul Chamber Orchestra
aud Bobby McFerriu. who




could be directed in




Dordt in the eighties was a bit likea person in her early twenties.The growth spurt was over, the
educational foundation laid. Itwas time
to settle down, build on what she had
learned, and confront the culture in
which she found herself. But it was also a
time of great energy.
As enrollment stabilized, resources
could be directed in ways other than new
huildings and expanding programs. With
a reworked statement of purpose in
place, the time had come to build on the
foundation laid hy Dordt's founders and
its first president, Rev. RJ. Haan.
This new era was signified in a very
concrete way in 1982with the retirement
of Haan and the appointment of Dr. J .B.
Hulst to succeed him as the second
president of the college. Growth in the
eighties was different than in previous
decades. Itdeepened more than it
expanded the program.
Faculty and administrators were
pushed to make the curriculum truly
reflect the view that working in Christ's
kingdom has concrete implications for
their disciplines. No one would presume
to say that Dordt or anyone here has
arrived at fmal answers in these areas,
but many concrete steps were taken that
demonstrated a concern to acknowledge
God's sovereignty over all of life. The
programs branched out in new ways.
Several new service majors were
started or in the study stages already at
the beginning of the decade. The college
had hired Charles Adams to lay the
groundwork for an engineering program
in 1979. Also in 1979,the board approved
purchase of property for the Dordt
College Agriculture Stewardship Center.
The Lectureship Institute, now known
as the Studies Institute, was established
at the urging of President Haan "to im-
plement the statement of purpose" and to
"stay abreast of the needs of the Chris-
tian community and of a complex world."
The social work program was
The Dordt Repertory Theatre
tours each May. briuging Christ-
ian theatre to higb schools and
communities across the United
States and Canada
accredited within a few years after it
began.
The Center for Educational Services
became a resource for teachers and
students alike, offering workshops and
resources to schools and sponsoring the
annual RJ. Haan Education Conference.
Internships and the establishment of
the Career Placement Center gave
students the tools to make wise choices
about the lives they would take up once
they graduated from college.
And certainly a major development of
the decade was keeping up with the fast-
changing pace of technology. The
Computer Center was added to the
campus in 1985.Dordt was one of the
first Iowa Colleges and universities to go
on-line with library holdings, to hook up
to the Internet, and to give widespread
computer accessihility to all students.
Students today have ready access to
computers and the Internet.
Numerous other ways of becoming
actively engaged in culture sprang up.
Repertory Theatre began to send a group
of students on the road each spring,
presenting works by Christian writers.
The alumni choir toured Europe, and Dr.
Joan Ringerwole took organ students to
Europe to see and play some of the great
organs of the world. Professor Richard
Hodgson was honored by having a minor
planet named after him after discovering
it in his observations. The Sioux County
Orchestra was formed, largely through
the commitment and direction of Dordt
music faculty. The annual President's
Convocation brought speaker's such as
Vladimir Sakarov and Chaim Potok to
campus. And Dordt gave strong support
to such organizations as the International
Council for the Promotion of Higher
Education and the Reformed University
in America committee.
Twoother major developments of the
decade were the growing interest in
student service opportunities and in off-
campus programs. The first group of
students went to Cary, Mississippi, during
spring break in 1981.In 1995nearly two
hundred students spent their spring hreak
on PLIA service projects. The
Community Outreach Program. run by
students, still coordinates opportunities.
Dordt College coordinates and runs two
off-campus programs, the Mexico
Sununer Study Program and the
Netherlands SPICE program. In addition.
Dordt students have established one of
the highest percentages of participation
in Christian College Coalition off-campus
study programs offered in Russia, the
Middle East, Latin America, Los Angeles
(film study) Washington D.C., England,
and others.
But despite the energy consumed hy
these new activities, planning became a
priority. The Strategic Planniog
Committee was formed in 1985to -
realistically assess Dordt's place in
higher education. The report that
resulted, Renewing Our Vision, focused
but reaffirmed the direction of the
college. Implementation of its
recommendations has been ongoing. A
Campus Plan for facilities was drafted in
the late 80s, setting priorities for future
expansion. And a Long Range Planning
process was set in motions. These plans
combined with enrollment that had
leveled off and steadily rising costs,
forced the college to set priorities and
make choices for the future in a way it
had not had to do before.
~ll:ILJlJlGlLJl[]LiL~~j("ll~~1l;iL~JI:ll .
Career concerns take precedence but issues
abound for those interested in life-long learning
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4'nn De Kruyf Otto
Ispentmost of the 19808at DordtCollege, as a full-time student from'80 to '84, and as a part-time student
and part-time staff person from '85 to'87,
while my husband Paul Otto finished his
degree.
I saw many changes in those years.
In the 80s flared leg pants went out; guys'
hair got shorter, girls' hair got longer;
computers came to campus and
typewriters were left at home; the
Agriculture Stewardship Center began;
dance classes began. were eventually
given to the P.E. department, and then
later given Arts 200credit; on campus
movies were followed by "Afterimage"
discussions; recycling began; enrollment
went down; dorm parents were replaced
with resident directors; J.R Hulst
succeeded RJ. Haan as president of the
college; the board of directors decided we
didn't need a campus pastor; and
students became more profession-
oriented and gave less attention to
current issues.
During the '80s students talked about
housing policies, solidarity, apartheid,
abortion, the nuclear arms race, apathy,
lack of spirituality on campus. dancing,
the five course per semester load. and
the beginning of Midwest Reformed
Seminary, among other topics.
Sports fans may notice I said nothing
about sports; I admit I'm totally ignorant
in that arena. My only time in the gym
was spent taking or teaching dance
classes in the racketball court. I spent as
much time as possible in NewWorld
/
Theatre. But that was an exciting place
to be. Many who majored in theatre or
English loved grappling with issues,
solving the world's problems, voicing our
opinions. We talked about everything.
Wesaw ourselves as the risktakers, the
innovators, for we certainly were not
thinking about job security when we
chose our majors!
But if I had to characterize the
student body in a general way and
evaluate Dordt's success in imparting a
Reformed worldview, I would say we
often lacked a foundational knowledge of
God and His Word, which is so crucial in
the development of discernment. Yes, I
gained a Reformed worldview and some
serviceable insight, but I had to do some
remedial foundation building before I was
strong enough to put vision into action,
insight into service. Looking back, it




Taking hold of God and Pulling
Dr. Karen De Mol
Wen Iwas about to come toDordt, the Dean of a prominentevangelical college told me,
"That's an excellent school." It is. And
when I came in the 80s, I found it to be a
college vibrant with confidence and
energy, the confidence born of having
achieved success after only recent
beginnings, of having achieved a plateau
of maturity, and of having a vital sense
of itself, energized by a clear sense of
purpose and by enthusiastic and
committed faculty. Dordt in the 80s was a
college, to paraphrase the Psalmist, "like
a strong man, coming forth to run his
race. II
The energy found expression in a
multitude of endeavors all over campus.
My own experience was in the Arts
Division. I remember, for instance, the
Creative Roots Arts Festival in 1986.
There was at that time an annual Spring
Lecture Series, the sponsorship of which
rotated among the (then) six academic
divisions. Nineteen eighty-six was the
year for the Arts Division. "Lecture
series," said the Arts Division; "How can
a lecture series do justice to the arts that
encompass eye and ear and body, that
use sound and motion and color and
form? A lecture series is not enough,
we'll have an arts festival." And so we
did, an entire week of exhibits and
performances, and yes, some speeches
too; a festival that involved faculty and
students and local businesses and guest
artists; an entire week of events kicked
off by a balloon send-off that should have
brought the EPA down on our heads.
The guests included Ray Haan,
composer; Ed Kellogg, visual artist, who
hung his art exhibit in the mezzanine of
the white Chapel/ Auditorium; and Jolin
Schuurman, minister/actor, who
presented his one-man theatrical
portrayal of Charles Spurgeon in the
black Ne~ World Theater. As If that
were not enough, Dale Grotenhuis'
Concert Choir and the Sioux County
Orchestra performed Braluns' Requiem;
Joan Ringerwole gave an organ recital
that premiered a new organ work by
composer in residence, Nobuya Matsuda;
Henrietta Ten Harmsel, another guest
artist, read stories and poems from Good
Friday and Pink Lemonade; the theatre
arts department staged Kingdom Come;
the Concert Band performed; a quilt
exhibit was hung, and ethnic food was
served all week. All in one week, and we
went to our classes, too. Confidence?
One objective for the Arts Festival was
"to involve every student at Dordt,
directly or indirectly, to involve the
entire faculty in some way, and to get a
broad cross section of the extended Dordt
community to take part in at least one
aspect of the festival. Energy? There
was no end to what we thought we could
do.
The Arts Division continued to meet
after the festival, working on other
projects. Arts faculty held that when
serious college business is believed to be
conducted under the sovereign hand of
God, it is more wisely undertaken with a
generous measure of laughter. It is hard
to imagine faculty meetings more merry,
where Dale Grotenhuis would sing
spontaneously, where, on the instant,
Mike Stair could take on an alternate
persona, where amazing and wonderful
decisions were distilled out of a
tumultuous mix of teasing, nonsense,
brain-storming, and serious talk.
Energy? All of this happened at 7:30 in
the morning, the standard time for Arts
Division meetings.
In the 80S the Sioux County Orchestra,
a previously now-and-then, ad hoc local
orchestra, began a continuing and
serious life as a joint Dordtl county
enterprise. Now directed by Henry
Duitman, the orchestra developed into a
significant Northwest Iowa presence.
Confidence? Why should not a rural area
have a full symphonic orchestra of its
own, with both student and professional
members, to play fine symphony
orchestra repertoire? We wanted to show
the world that Corelli and corn are
compatible partners.
In the 80s the College enjoyed the new
chapel. Rising in its gleaming whiteness
above the roof line of the surrounding red
brick buildings, it became a symbol of
the college's success, unity, and quality.
Now the entire college community could
meet in one place at one time, for
worship, for concerts and programs, for
meetings. Its acoustics, as world
renowned guest artists like the St. Paul
Dr. Karen DeMol is an enthusias-
tic teacher and gifted clarinetist.
Chamber Orchestra, the Kings Singers,
and the Canadian Brass pointed out to
the audience, were outstanding. We were
proud, and in 1989 celebrated its first
decade with a hymn festival. With such
a building, surely we had come of age.
For such blessings, the college was
grateful to the Lord. The sense of
working in His world was then, and is
now, strong. There was joy and security
in that knowledge. There was also a
strong and sober sense of responsibility.
For all our energy, what were we not
accomplishing? In the late 80s the college
undertook to examine itself in a strategic
planning process, energetically
examining all programs in the light of its
mission. Task forces analyzed everything
from academic instruction to service
programs to administrative structure,
and recommended changes,
improvements, expansions. We were
eager to do the work. Only later did we
realize that even richly blessed Dordt
College could not accomplish everything.
But confidence and energy? We were
willing to take all the challenges of being
God's hands in God's world.
"Dordt College," said a friend back in
Chicago in the 80S, "that's the place to
be." Indeed, it was.
Dr. Karen De Mol is projessor oj music
and chair oj the department. She is
actively involved in liturgy in her
church and is principal clarinet jor the
Sioux County Orchestra.
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world through the window of a Reformed
worldview, but with one eye shut. In the
middle of the '80s, there were students
who were recognizing that they had weak
hearts in spite of their strong minds.
They pleaded for attention to spiritual
growth. They were right. I hope hearts
are now being strengthened at Dordt,
along with minds and bodies.
So am I glad I went to Dordt? Very
much so! The best thing I gained
(besides Paul) was a realization that I
was called to be an active worker in
God's Kingdom, not just a resident. How
has that worked out in my life? I've
developed the habit of asking questions
and evaluating answers, with the King's
handbook at hand! I don't automatically
accept the status quo. Surface
arguments don't satisfy, and I know I can
learn more if I try. So I'm always
reading, about parenting, education,
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male/female roles, medicine, nutrition,
politics, and much more. I have gained a
great deal of respect for the wisdom in
God's Word. If the goal of a liberal arts
education is to instill a lifelong love of
learning, then Dordt has succeeded in
that. Even better, at Dordt I saw many,
many examples of insight affecting
action, and that has encouraged me to
become a doer of the Word as well as a
hearer of the Word. Some areas I've
grown in are practicing hospitality, loving
my husband and children,
being honest, and seeking God's approval
rather than that of others (very hard
sometimes! ). So thank you, all you
Kingdom workers at Dordt, for getting
this Kingdom worker going! "Let us
not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest If
we do not give up." (Gal. 6:9)
Lynn De Kruyf Otto, a 1984 graduate of
Dordt College, is currently working full-
time at home, caring jor and teaching
three young children. Her husband,
Paul, who graduated in 1987 and
recently completed his Ph.D, is
teaching history at Calvin College.
/
Dordt in the 80s was
a college, to paraphrase
the Psalmist, "like a
strong man, coming
forth to run his race.
1 ()()I,I\C B\( I,
Sherrie Van Hal's Top
Ten reasons she'd do
Dordt again:
10: Nothing beats wearing 85
layers of clothing to stay warm
on the trek from East Campus
to the classroom building
during one of Iowa's blizzards.
9: For the unique experience
of living with a Canadian, eh?
8: The Library - the best
place on campus to enhance
your social life and to get the
least amount of work done.
7. The midnight donut runs to
Casey's bakery.
6. To be a T.A. for Prof.
Wielard again so that I can
hear him say "Skit, Skat, how
'bout that!"
5. The fire drills - when else
would you ever walk across
campus in your PJ's?
4. The fastest way to blow $500
ever - spending 10 minutes in
the bookstore buying textbooks.
3. To be able to plan and be
part of another all-college
retreat at Lake Okoboji.
2. For the personal attention
and encouragement from the





education with a distinctively
Reformed World view.
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To be Reformed is
to be Reforming.
That dynamic visions
gave birth to this
institution and
continues to drive it.
Over 10,000 alumni have





IfPresident J.B. Hulst could chooseone word to characterize DordtCollege, he would pick
"reformational." He's happier when
given two. His second is "excellence."
The combination of the two terms reflect
the institution's commitment to being a
quality institution that works
hard to implement its vision
for higher education.
Hulst points to several areas
on which the college needs to
continue to focus if it is to be
that kind of institution:
MlIJIY ehaDges are in ldere lbr the next deeade. In
additloll to _ buildings, the elllDfl\lS eenter will
include more green apaees.
Ii
II_-~.~.-...
A new recreation center will house an indoor track and vol-
leyball, basketball, racquetball, aud tennis courts, as well
as weight training and fitness rooms, and faculty offices.
report, 'Renewing Our Vision,' is a
powerful statement about what we are,
where we are going, and what is \
distinctive about us," Hulst says. "We
went back to our roots, and looked ahead
to the kind of educational institution we
want to be."
''We can do that only when we take
seriously the truth that to be Reformed is
to be reforming," Hulst adds. "That
dynamic vision gave birth to this
institution and continues to drive it.
Reformational Christianity is not static.
If Christians are to confront the
opportunities and challenges of
contemporary society, they need the tools
to bring change. "
Hulst highlights other challenges.
"Building community is crucial. The
future depends on it," he says, citing
examples of other institutions that lost
sight of their purpose when a spirit of
individualism set in.
Keeping a college education affordable
will become more and more difficult in
the coming years. The challenge will be
to find ways to help keep costs down
while offering a relevant program.
Increasing diversity is both a goal and
a challenge. "We need to be sensitive to
diversity with the Christian community,"
Hulst says. In the past few years
significant steps have been taken to
increase off-campus opportunities for
students, to bring students from other
countries and backgrounds to Dordt's
campus, and to make the curriculum
more cross cultural. These programs
help students relate in love to people of
other backgrounds.
Another challenge lies in reaching out
to students and supporters who have not
traditionally been a part of our
constituency.
"Our relationship with the Christian
Reformed Church has been a source of
/
Faculty
Within this decade a large
number of professors will
retire. These faculty will need
to be replaced with scholarly
teachers who are committed to
Christ's lordship over life and
learning and reflect that




can mean adding to the
percentage of Ph.Ds. on the
faculty and increasing the library's
holdings. But more importantly, it
demands providing good teaching and
integrated programs that provide
students with the tools to serve Christ in
our world.
Several important developments have
occurred in curriculum in this decade. A
framework document written and
adopted in the nineties translates Dordt's
Statement of Purpose into curricular
statements that give a basis for
curriculum change and development.
And a standing general education
committee was appointed to oversee and
evaluate the general education program
of the college. It's job is to make sure the
general education courses are an
integrated and dynamic element of each
student's program of studies. These
efforts will continue to need further
developing and refining in the years
ahead.
Student Evaluation, Assessment
We are now in the process of evaluating
how our program measures up to what
we say it is by assessing students when
they enter college and when they leave.
This testing will be important for making
program changes that better meet the
needs of students.
Facilities and Technology
Dordt needs the facilities and
technology to offer a high quality,
reformational academic program. The
college will have to decide whether
additional buildings and technology are
necessary to provide the environment for
that goal to be accomplished. As
importantly, it will need to do so in the
most stewardly way possible.
Pinpointing these areas is largely the
result of a strategic planning process
that took place in the late 80s. "The final
CAMPUS MASTER PLAN
strength and blessing," says Hulst. "We
want to maintain our historical
commitment to the Reformed
confessions, but we know that a
Reformed perspective is not limited to
people of one denomination." Here, as in
other areas, Hulst believes that to be
reforming Dordt needs to retain and
build on its roots and at the same time
reach out in new directions.
Hulst is grateful for several significant
developments during his tenure as
president. One of those closest to his
heart is the Graduate Education program
begun last summer. Christian education
has always been a major focus of his
energy, and Dordt's new program takes
Christian education one step further. It's
impact is only beginning to be felt.
The computer science and natural
science building additions have improved
the quality of a Dordt education,
expanding program options for students
in those areas. The new Southview
apartments were designed for community
living. And the faculty office complex
now under construction will provide
comfortable space for faculty to work
individually and communally. All
contribute to a better environment to live
and learn.
And although everyone likes to tout
their US News or other rating, such
ratings are an indication that a college
has gained a reputation. For an
institution as young as Dordt, it is an
honor. Certain graduate schools and
corporations have told Dordt personnel
that they will accept any Dordt graduate
they recommend. And in his travels and
contacts, Hulst finds that Dordt is
becoming known as a reputable
institution.
Looking at the nineties and beyond
gives much to be thankful for and just as
much to look forward to. Hulst leaves
the presidency next summer, but he
leaves a legacy that will serve as a
strong foundation for the coming
decades.
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Dr. J. e. Hulst Is ooglDDinghis last
year as president wWa • fresllmen
dass:tfInt JII!IY lie t1Ie ~ evE
Shining brilliantly from
the top of the chapel.
Dordt's stained glass seal
proclaims tbe college mot-
to to all who pass.
Stud en t Refl ecti 0n .
Second generation student finds
attending Dordt a dynamic tradition
nordtalmost seems like a traditionin my family. My parents fell inlove twenty-five years ago at
Dordt. Twenty years later, my older
brother ~nathan came as a freshman. I
followed in his footsteps two years later,
as did my sister Rachel and brother
Laryn. Some of my younger siblings may
also come to Dordt in the future.
Wedidn't all come because of a
tradition, though. When I graduated
from high school, I decided for myself
where I wanted to go to college. The fact
is, I wanted to come to Dordt since I was
little, for reasons I understood but
wouldn't have been able to state clearly.
Three years of college have helped
clarify my thinking.
I've heard people of all ages say that
college years are both the most fun and
the most formative years of life. Some
aspects of college life are the same today
as they were when my parents were
students at Dordt. Leaving home for the
first time is still exciting but difficult.
Students still complain about eating in
the Commons and look forward to
collecting their mail in the SUB. They
still stay up until all hours to study or
pull pranks. And, of course, many people
still meet and fall in love at Dordt.
But the nineties have brought some
unique changes to the college experience.
Wehave access to many more resources
and enjoy better facilities than our
parents did. Through electronic mail we
can instantly communicate with friends
and family members who are far away.
Computers make papers easier to type
and faster to edit. We can even spend a
semester in a foreign country among a
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different culture and receive college
credit.
The changes aren't all good, though. A
college education costs more every year.
Graduate programs have higher demands
for admission than ever before. And we
face issues that aren't new but that are
becoming more and more disturbing-
decaying morals and increasing violence;
political correctness and radical
feminism; poverty, sickness, and disease;
exploitation and world hunger; abortion
and euthanasia; materialism and apathy;
lack of confidence in our governments
and educational systems. We live in a
world of uncertainty.
In spite of the new challenges the
nineties bring, Dordt has kept a clear
view of its educational task. By offering
a liberal arts education and majors in
many different disciplines, Dordt tries to
face the issues intelligently and honestly,
bringing the light of Christ to all areas of
life. But Dordt can only remain true to
its identity as a Christian institution if all
of us-faculty, administration, sponsors,
students and parents-are committed to
the same vision.
As a freshman, I was pretty
nearsighted. Four years seemed like
forever, and I didn't look much past that.
I spent enough time on schoolwork to
ensure good grades, but was more
interested in meeting people and being
with friends. I laughed in the Commons
as I ate with friends, cried tears of
frustration and failure because of broken
relationships, and worried about little
besides my small circle of friends and
acquaintances at Dordt.
Since then, I've taken more than thirty
classes at Dordt. I've learned in human
anatomy about the human body, and in
mission classes about the Body of Christ,
the church. I've studied philosophy and
English, economics and Spanish. I've
travelled to several different states and
even out of the country, and met people
at Dordt and from around the world who
have influenced my life. Through it all,
I've matured-not only intellectually, but
also emotionally and spiritually. My
character has been shaped. I've become
more serious, but no less joyful. I've
learned to study for the sake of learning,
and to question what I learn, confident
that a foundation of faith in Christ gives
us freedom to seek for truth in all
situations.
In just three years, my perspective has
changed. And yet I am only one of
thousands who have gone to Dordt
College. The founders of Dordt had faith
that God would work through them in a
small school in Iowa to further his
kingdom. As I finish up my time at
Dordt and prepare to leave, armed with
student loans and dreams of medical
school and mission work, I remember
those who had such vision. I pray that
the vision will continue and that each of
us will carry a legacy of faith that can
move mountains and work miracles.
Dordt can never be content with merely
reliving the past, but in faith will boldly
face present and future challenges and
uncertainties. As we students leave
Dordt, may we always keep learning and
never stop questioning. Dordt College is
our alma mater, but the world has
become our campus.
Dawn Bakker, a senior from Winnepeg,
Manitoba, is a biology pre-med major
who also loves to write. She spent her
summer doing research with Dordt alum
Dr. Harvey Blankespoor in Holland,
Michigan. This spring, she hopes to
participate in the Latin American
Studies Program in Central America.
/
I've learned to study
for the sake of learning,
and to question what I
learn, confident that a
foundation offaith in
Christ gives usfreedom
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